
YOUR NAME: _________________________________________
Applying for: 
           Summer 2018 (Light activities from June until August with Europe trip on July 11-22)                                                    

Please send in your application with the following items to:
 TCM International Institute                Scan and send to:
 P.O. Box 24560                            OR       tom@tcmi.org
 Indianapolis, IN 46224
Your Application Checklist:
       Completed Application + this cover page (8 pages total)
       Color copy of passport 
       Copy of report card or other document showing GPA average.
       Two reference letters (sent separately from individuals)
            Youth pastor reference letter
            Other non-family mentor.

 Trip Application 

O FFI C E US E O N LY: 

NAME _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Home Church   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
References Checked: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Passpor t  checked:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
GPA checked:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Inter v iew Conducted _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Acceptance let ter  sent on _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



T C M  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e
The Great Commission Experience 
OVERVIEW

       Some people are called to cross-cultural ministry, but EVERYONE is called to be a witness for Christ and to make dis-
ciples no matter their location or vocation.  This statement is the starting point for the Great Commission Experience.  TCM 
launched this summer experience in 2016 to provide a practical way for top-tier youth in America to discover, explore, and 
experience Christ’s Great Commission.  
         Wipe away your expectations and stereotypes of the average “mission trip” because this experience will be quite dif-
ferent.  We all know what it’s like to come home from a mission trip saying, “I was more changed by that experience than I 
feel like I changed others!”  Each time we encounter God in a new and meaningful way, we will be changed.  Because of this 
fact and others, we have designed the Great Commission Experience to not only be about serving others, but to learn about 
God’s heart for the world, experience the Church on a global scale, and experience what it means to be an sold-out disciple 
maker for Christ.  
        The mission of TCM is to develope Christian leader for significant service through higher learning.  This is why 
there is such a high emphasis on personal development and disciple making in this experience.  If you have been chosen 
for this trip, you are viewed as a potential high-impact future Christian leader.  It is TCM’s strategic intent to identify and train 
future leaders like yourself from around the world so that we will one day see our vision complete - that every nation will 
have effective leaders of disciple-making movements impacting their churches, cultures, and countries for Christ.    
         Still don’t know exactly what you are signing up for?  It’s okay, I have trouble explaining this experience clearly myself.  
Here is a little more information on what you will be doing and what you should expect from this year’s Great Commission 
Experience:

• The 2018 Great Commission Experience team will consist of the trip leader, two adult student mentors, and 7-10 
accepted students.  The students and youth mentors will be coming from several different TCM-supporting churches from 
around the country.
• In late May or early June, the experience will begin online.  We will work through the online reading assignments 
(see syllabus) where we will read through two books and discuss them within the group.  
• From July 11th-22nd, our team will travel to two locations in Europe.  The first location, where we will spend the first 
five days, is TCM’s Austrian campus (Haus Edelweiss) just south of Vienna.  While at Haus Edelweiss we will:

• Spend time as a group learning about the Great Commission and Disciple making. 
• Sit in on several lectures from TCM professors alongside TCM disciple-makers from around the world. 
• Share our personal stories with one another and learn how to use our testimony to share Christ with others. 
• Participate in several service projects around the TCM campus.  These will most likely be physical jobs such as paint-
ing, cleaning, etc.
• Spend a day bonding as a group in downtown Vienna. 
• In Austria we will either stay on campus in the dorm rooms, or in the dorm-style rooms at the monastery down the 
road depending on how many people are on campus while we are there. 

• After the Austria portion of the trip, we will fly from Vienna to Tallinn, Estonia where several TCM graduates are 
working in ministry. There, we will:

• Partake in a community outreach event working alongside the youth from the local church.  
• Spend time with the youth from the local church sharing our stories and encouraging one another.
• Continue our group lessons about the Great Commission and disciple making. 
• We will also have some time to see some popular sights in Estonia.
• NOTE:  Most everyone at the church in Estonia will speak English well and there will be little to no need for transla-
tors. 
• We will be staying in a hotel in Estonia. 

• For both portions of the trip in Europe, expect long days, hard work, and to be challenge mentally, physically, and 
spiritually.  
• After we arrive back from Europe, the experience is not yet complete.  There is a required 12-page reflection paper 
about the entire experience that should be submitted before our final online gathering in late July or Early August. 

     

-Tom Sears



: :  T C M  G R E A T  C O M M I S S I O N  E X P E R I E N C E  T R I P  P O L I C Y
TCM International institute is excited to offer The Great Commission Experiences for students who are serious about their faith and 
want to make a difference in the world.  If you are applying for this trip, that means you were recommended by your youth pastor.  
This means a lot.  We hope that this application process will help us, as well as the applicant, to determine if this trip is the right 
fit for the individual applying.  Sending people into foreign nations and cultures to represent both TCM and the gospel of Christ is 
not to be taken lightly. It is the responsibility of the TCM staff to ultimately decide to accept an applicant for this trip. Our goal is to 
put together a group of young adults who will best represent the Christian youth in America in a manner that is both glorifying to 
God and honoring to TCM.
Thank you for prayerfully considering this experience.

: :  B A S I C  I N F O R M A T I O N
Last Name: First Name: Middle Initial: Date of Birth:

Address: City: State: Zip:

Home Phone: Cell Phone: Email:

Country of Issue: Expiration Date: If applying for passport, check here:        Does your passport expire within 6 monhs of trip?   

T C M  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e
The Great Commission Experience 
Student Application

Nationality: Passport #: 

Please attach a copy of your passport and submit it with this application. 

What Church do you attend? Youth Pastor’s name:

Have you taken a missions trip before?   Yes     No If yes, when and where?

Are you currently engaged in any behaviors contrary to Biblical teaching?   Yes     No     If yes, please explain

High School name: When will you graduate?: Have you already been accepted to college      Yes         No 

I have been accepted to __________________________________________________ college.

I have not been accepted but hope to go to _______________________________________________________________ college.

How did you hear about the Great Commission Experience?

Do you have any medical conditions or are you 
taking any medications?      Yes     No

If yes, please explain

: :  S C H O O L  A N D  C H U R C H  I N F O R M A T I O N

Parents’ Names:



: :  B A C K G R O U N D  I N F O R M A T I O N
Please list any church and ministry related responsibilities you have held in the last 3 years.  Please give dates, what done, and where.

Why do you want to be a part of this year’s Great Commission Experience? 

What do you hope to see God accomplish in your life through this trip? 

Briefly share your testimony. (You may use the other side if necessary).

Describe your present relationship with the Lord. 

          

Do you have any foreign language skills?    Yes     No    (If yes, what language(s)):                                                                 How fluent are you?

Do you have any musical skills?    Yes     No    (If yes, please explain)                                                               

Do you understand the preparation training for this trip is a commitment of meeting faithfully with the team before the trip?    Yes     No                                               

Are you willing to commit to this?    Yes     No                       

Do you understand if the total amount required for this trip is not in by the deadline date, you will not be allowed to go?    Yes     No                       

Do you understand that once a plane ticket is purchased in your name, you are totally responsible for the payment, regardless of any reason that would cause you to cancel your plans 
to go on this outreach?     Yes     No                       



: : L I M I T A T I O N S

 The purpose of the Great Commission Experience is to develop World Christian Leaders for significant service.  
This trip is unlike the traditional mission trip in the sense that we are not going to a foreign country with the sole 
purpose to “help” the people in that country.  Rather, we are entering this trip with the attitude that we will be changed 
by opening our eyes to the ministry God is already doing and by serving others.     
 Trip prices are based airfare and in-country expenses and are subject to change.  Dates, travel arrangements, 
and schedules may be subject to change as well.  Flexibility will be the most important attribute to hold while on this 
trip.   
  After the first payment deadline, plane tickets for the trip to Europe will be purchased.  These tickets are 
non-refundable.  If the student is unable to attend the trip after his or her ticket is purchases (outside of a medical 
emergency or death in the immediate family), the student will be entirely responsible for the total amount of the 
plane ticket, even if the amount exceeds the total money paid to TCM as of the date canceled. 

In the event of political unrest or natural disaster, TCM will decide if and where to redirect the team.  TCM is a highly 
disciplined ministry with expectations in many areas including conduct, attitudes, dress, and Christian lifestyle.  These 
are explained in the packet of information given to accepted applicants.

Students and student sponsors adhere strictly to TCM policies and are subject to dismissal for disobedience without 
refund or reimbursement.  All donations received by Global Missions and Jubilee Fellowship Church will be applied 
toward the GX scholarship fund.

The Great Commission Experience includes intense physical activity including continuous walking.  If you have 
concerns about your physical ability, please discuss this with a TCM staff member.

I commit to being at the afternoon training held before the trip and at the celebration after 
the trip.  I will do my best to seek God’s heart and will in my life.  I will support my leadership 
and submit to their authority at all times.  The information I have given is accurate and true 
to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that failure to abide by this agreement may result 
in being removed from the team and/or being sent home from the trip at my/my parent’s 
expense.  My enclosed signature (and the enclosed signature of my parent or legal guardian if 
under age 18) signifies my approval of all limitations listed above.  I have read and completed 
the above qualifications and information and pledged to keep them to the very best of my 
ability.  I clearly understand that failure to keep any of the above qualifications is grounds for 
refusal of application or return to the United States, at participants’ expense.  As much as it is 
within my power, I agree to be a positive and Christ centered example on this trip.

Signature: Date: 

Parent or legal guardian signature (if under 18 years of age): Date: 



: : T R I P  C O N D U C T  C O N T R A C T

01. On this trip, I understand that I am representing the United States, TCM International Institute, as well as the Kingdom of God.  I know I 
will be watched very closely, therefore I will be conscious at all times of the witness that I am representing for the kingdom of God. 

02. I will develop and maintain a servant’s attitude toward all nationals, my fellow team members, and the trip leaders over me.
 
03. I will respect, honor, and obey my trip leaders and their decisions. 

04. I will refrain from gossip, bad attitudes, and backbiting. I will, at all times, remember to be encouraging and positive in my conversations 
with others, even those I may find challenging to myself. 

05. I will refrain from complaining. I know that travel can present numerous unexpected and undesired circumstances. Instead of whining 
and complaining, I’ll be teachable and supportive. 

06. I will refrain from bringing or purchasing knives, guns, fireworks, alcohol, illegal drugs, tobacco, inappropriate books or magazines, on 
this trip.

07. I will remember that I am a guest serving at the invitation of a local ministry. If I am offered a food item I deem as “weird,” I will try it 
anyways. 

08. I will remember not to be exclusive in my relationships and to refrain from any activity that could be construed as romantic interest 
towards a fellow team member or a national. I realize that certain activities that seem innocuous in my own culture may seem inappropriate 
in other cultures. 

09. I will attend both the pre and post meeting of this trip. 

10. I will fulfill all logistical and financial requirements for this trip. 

The rules of conduct for TCM’s Great Commission Experience are for the safety and well-being of each participant. They exist to keep a high 
standard of Christian integrity that is necessary to effectively minister across cultural boundaries. These rules of conduct will be enforced by 
the TCM Staff, including those in voluntary leadership positions.  We expect all participants to comply with all disciplinary decisions made.  
Those who do not uphold their commitment to this contract will be sent home.  That student will be responsible for all costs involved in 
sending them home.

I/We have read and agree to obey the rules of conduct listed above. I/We realize that the above rules of conduct are crucial for the effectiveness, 
quality, and safety of our trip. As a member of this team, I agree to abide by these rules of conduct at all times before, and during our trip.

Signature: Date: 

Parent or legal guardian signature: Date: 



: : M E D I C A L  C O N S E N T  F O R M

Due to the physical demands required for serving with TCM in Europe, TCM requests that all GX trip participants be in decent physical 
condition.  The days will be long and will include stairs, lifting, and LOTS OF WALKING.  Please keep this in mind as you are consider-
ing the trip.

Emergency Contact: Relationship: 

Cell Phone: Home Phone: Email: 

Doctor: Telephone Number: 

email: City and State: 

If attempts to reach the person above are unsuccessful, please contact my primary care physician:

HEALTH INFORMATION:

High Blood Pressure   Asthma    Insect Sting Reaction
Food or Drug Allergies  Hay Fever    Diabetes or Hypoglycemia
Nervous Disorder   Emotional Conditions  Physical Handicap
Epilepsy    Seizure Disorder   Psychological Conditions
Heart Problems   Chemical Sensitivities  Other

If you have checked any of the items above, please give specific details below or on a separate sheet of paper.

Have you had any type of medical surgery or procedure, including out-patient care, done in the lat 6 months?  If so, please give specific 
details below or on a separate sheet of paper.

Will you be taking any type of medication during the time you anticipate being in Europe with TCM?  If so, please describe:

INSURANCE INFORMATION:

Policyholder: Policy Number: 

Medical Insurance Company: Telephone:

Signature: Date: 

Parent or legal guardian signature: Date: 

PERSONAL MEDICAL STATEMENT:
I will not hold TCM responsible for any injury, accident, sickness, etc. that may occur during my time with TCM in Europe.  In the event of 
injury, accident, sickness, etc.  I will assume responsibility for the payment of any medical transport, treatment, hospitalization, etc.

To the best of my knowledge this medical history is correct.  In the event that named contact and primary care physician cannot be 
reached, I hereby give my permission to the physician, dentist, etc. secured by TCM to hospitalize, to secure proper treatment, and/or to 
order an injection, anesthesia, surgery, etc. as deemed necessary.  I also authorize TCM to administer medical aid as needed for illness or 
injury.  I agree to these Terms.

EMERGENCY INFORMATION:



: : R E F E R E N C E S

• Please provide two references, one from your Youth Pastor, and one from a non-family mentor (teacher, small group leader, etc.)

• Return the following forms:  Complete Application, copy of your passport to TCM International Institute 6337 Hollister Drive Indianapolis, 
IN 46224 (317)-299-0333.  

• Be sure to make a copy of this application for your records.  If you are in the process of obtaining a passport, return all other documents 
and provide the passport copy at least 2 months before departure date.

• Once your application is received, you will be contacted by a TCM staff member for an interview.  The Youth Pastor and the TCM staff 
member will determine your acceptance.

• If accepted, you will receive an acceptance letter in the mail to the address you provided above. If you will be raising your own 
funds for the experience, please begin doing so immediately after you have received the acceptance letter.  The deadline for all funds 
to be in is 60 days prior to departure date.

Youth Pastor Name: Church Name:

Church Address: City: State: Zip:

non-family mentor Name: Relationship: Phone:

Address: City: State: Zip:

Email: Phone: Length of acquaintance::

Email: Phone: Length of acquaintance::

: : S T A T E M E N T  O F  F A I T H
 1.  We believe we are called to help fulfill the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ to “make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything He has commanded.”  We gladly do this 
in unity with others who also confess Jesus Christ as Lord.

 2.    We believe the Bible is the inspired, only infallible Word of God, and follow  it to teach us His will and direct our lives.

 3.    We believe that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and strive to love Him with 
heart, soul, mind, and strength.

 4.    We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning 
death through His shed blood, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, and in His personal return 
in power and glory for judgment and the restoration of all creation to God our Father. 

 5.    We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit and actively seek His indwelling to live godly lives of faithful service.

 6.    We believe everyone is created in the image of God. Therefore, we refrain from creating financial, ecclesiastical, or  any other 
restrictions to Christian maturity, justice, and freedom.

 7.    We believe our Lord’s commission is to develop disciple makers for God’s Kingdom.   Therefore, we work non-denominationally 
and avoid political activity.

Signature of Agreement: Date: 



: : Y O U T H  P A S T O R  R E F E R E N C E  L E T T E R
Last Name: First Name: Best number to reach you at:

How well do you know the student?:      very well       well       Somewhat well       not very well       Barely know him or her 

Please rate the applicant for the following:
Consistently displays Christian values
Demonstrates maturity
Knowledge of Christian doctrine or theology 
Level of interest in Christian activities
Regarded as a leader in Church
Regarded as a leader in School 
Academic ability
Emotional stability
Dependable and responsible
Level of confidence 
Self-disciplined
Possesses a positive attitude in all situations
Ability to work or study independently 
Ability to interact with High School peers
Ability to work effectively with adult mentors
Potential for college success
Willingness to follow directions
Tendency to take initiative 

Summarize your recommendation for this applicant:  
      
     Do not recommend at this time 
     Recommend with qualification  
     Recommend strongly 
     Highest recommendation

      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know

      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know

Please use the space below to write any comments or clarifications for your answers above:

Signature: Date: 

In your own words, briefly describe why you believe the applicant should go on this trip:

Please send your reference letter to   - TCM International Institute, att. Tom Sears, PO Box 24560, Indianapolis, IN 46224  
OR scan and send it to tom@tcmi.org

1= LOW                      6=HIGH



: : S E C O N D  R E F E R E N C E  L E T T E R
Last Name: First Name: Best number to reach you at:

Position         Youth Pastor      Preacher      Other Church Leader      Youth Sponsor      School Teacher      Employer

How well do you know the student?:      very well       well       Somewhat well       not very well       Barely know him or her 

Please rate the applicant for the following:
Consistently displays Christian values
Demonstrates maturity
Knowledge of Christian doctrine or theology 
Level of interest in Christian activities
Regarded as a leader in Church
Regarded as a leader in School 
Academic ability
Emotional stability
Dependable and responsible
Level of confidence 
Self-disciplined
Possesses a positive attitude in all situations
Ability to work or study independently 
Ability to interact with High School peers
Ability to work effectively with adult mentors
Potential for college success
Willingness to follow directions
Tendency to take initiative 

Summarize your recommendation for this applicant:  
      
     Do not recommend at this time 
     Recommend with qualification  
     Recommend strongly 
     Highest recommendation

      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know

      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know
      1      2      3      4      5      6      I don’t know

Please use the space below to write any comments or clarifications for your answers above:

Signature: Date: 

In your own words, briefly describe why you believe the applicant should go on this trip:

Please send your reference letter to   - TCM International Institute, att. Tom Sears, PO Box 24560, Indianapolis, IN 46224  
OR scan and send to tom@tcmi.org

1= LOW                      6=HIGH


