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Since the fall of man, God has set into motion an audacious 
plan of redemption. A rescue mission for His creation that 
He is still bringing to completion today. And here’s the thing, 
it’s not secret, but it is hidden. We could easily miss it. The 
busyness of our world can distract us and make us forget 
that God is doing something BIG. We could live our whole 
lives knowing who Jesus is, but miss out on the incredible 
adventure of joining His mission.  

No matter how long you’ve been a part of Compassion 
Christian, we hope you’ve noticed something that speaks the 
core of who we are. We are a church on mission. Everything 
we do, every resource we deploy, every worship gathering, 
child’s craft, greeter’s handshake and service project revolves 
around one thing...completing the mission. 

We are beginning a four week journey where we will discover 
how God has called and empowered every one of us to be 
an agent of His redemption, here at home and around the 
world. We hope you will set aside your expectations of what it 
means to be a ‘missionary’ and dive into this faith journey with 
anticipation of what God is ready to do in and through you. 

 “It is too small a thing that you should be my servant...I will also 
 make you a light of the nations so that my salvation may reach to 
 the end of the earth.” - God (Isaiah 49:6)

WELCOME



HOW TO USE 
THIS GUIDE

THEME
Each week has a theme. You are welcome to plan additional 
fun activities or questions related to the theme that may not 
be covered by this guide.

GET STARTED
These questions are to help you get conversation started.
Have fun!

VIDEO TEACHING
Every week you will play a video that contains images of 
Compassion Christian ministry partners and the communities 
they serve around the world. All the people and places you 
see in the videos were captured by our Global Outreach Team. 
They are our global Church family! Each week also includes 
teaching from the Global Outreach Pastor, Dave Stewart.
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THE POINT
Read this section out loud to the group.  This section reinforces 
the ideas and concepts from the video teaching which you 
will discuss each week.

DISCUSS
Read the questions out loud and let the group talk about 
them. You may not get through all the questions and that’s 
okay. Silence is also okay; give the group time to think and 
answer. Your role is not to give them the right answer, but 
to spur conversation about the topic. Your role is simply to 
guide the conversation. 

COMPASSION IN ACTION
This section will guide you toward some practical steps. We 
encourage you to review this section from the previous week 
with your group at the end of the Get Started section.

PRAY
Praying for one another is one of the best things your group 
can do. Take time to find out what is happening in each other’s 
lives and pray for these things. Each week go out of your way 
to check up on people’s prayer requests.  This creates a great 
opportunity to share stories of God’s faithfulness and what 
He’s teaching us through this study.



OUR HEART 
FOR OUTREACH
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THEME
The Church has a mission and we all have a role to play.

GET STARTED 
• If you could be any action or super hero which would you 
 be and why?
• Fill in the blank: If your friends were describing you, they 
 would say you are the best ________?
• What do you think of when you hear the word ‘missionary’?

VIDEO TEACHING
Play the video teaching for this week.  Videos can be found 
on Right Now Media.  To sign up for a free Right Now Media 
account visit CompassionChristian.com/rightnowmedia.



Many of us read the Bible as a collection of stories about God’s 
relationship with man from the very beginning. Have you 
ever considered that the Bible has an overarching message? 
Dr. Ralph Winter, the Founder of the US Center for World 
Mission, puts it this way, “The Bible is not the basis of missions; 
missions is the basis of the Bible.” As Dave mentioned in the 
video, from Genesis to Revelation, the Bible lays out God’s 
incredible redemptive plan for His creation. And here’s the 
great news…you are an integral part of the plan! 

In His great compassion, God has made a way for all of us, 
through Jesus, to spend eternity with Him! You are the bearer 
of that incredible news! Romans 10:14-15 says, “How then will 
they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how 
are they to believe in Him of whom they have never heard? 
And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And 
how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, 
‘How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good 
news!’” It is really good news, isn’t it? 

Not only are you an integral part of God’s mission of 
redemption, you already have everything you need to fulfill 
your part of the mission. As Dave mentioned, we can all Pray, 
Send & Go. Over the next four weeks we hope you will ask 
God to give you His heart for the lost and His eyes to see the 
opportunities He’s giving you to share His message of grace, 
here at home and around the world. 

When Jesus was on earth, he prayed to connect to the heart 
of his Father. As a result, most of His prayers were for other 
people because God’s heart is always for other people. Jesus 

THE POINT
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loved other people dearly, especially those that were hurt, 
disenfranchised, and lost. Even as He was being nailed to a 
cross Jesus prayed for other people (Luke 23:34).  This means 
that as we grow to look more like Christ our prayers should 
start to sound more like his prayers.

DISCUSS 
• What is the thing that you have prayed most passionately 
 for in your life?
• Do your prayers tend to be more self-focused or others 
 focused? Why do you think that is?

• Can you think of a time when you knew others were praying 
 for you?  What was it like knowing they were praying?

• Have you ever prayed for someone you’d never met? What 
 caused you to pray for that person?

• What do you think is the biggest problem facing the world 
 today? How would fulfilling the Great Commission address 
 that problem?

• Dave challenged us to pray for things that matter. If we 
 believe that the darkness in our world could be transformed 
 by the light of Christ, how does that change the way we 
 pray about these problems (e.g. war, poverty, injustice)?

• Do you agree with this quote from David Platt in reference 
 to Matthew 9:38? Why or why not?
 “When Jesus looked at the harassed and helpless multitudes, 
 apparently his concern wasn’t that the lost would not come to 
 the Father. Instead his concern was that his followers would not 
 go to the lost.” 

• Prayer is just one important way we can be involved in God’s 
 redemptive plan. What other ways do you feel like you are 
 helping to fulfill God’s global mission?



COMPASSION IN ACTION
One of the first steps we can take towards lost people is to 
pray for them. This is how God makes us aware of their needs.
Make an intentional effort this week to pray for people you 
may never meet locally and globally. Find one other person 
in the group and help each other stay ‘on mission’ by praying 
together this week. 

There are over 3 Billion people living in unreached people 
groups in the world today. These are people who have no 
access to a local church or the Bible in their own language. 
Visit JoshuaProject.com and choose an unreached people 
group to pray for this week. Remember, prayer changes things. 

To learn more about God’s heart for the Nations, sign up for the 
next Kairos Course! Find out more at CompassionGO.com.

PRAY
Break up into groups of 2 or 3. Pray for one another that God 
would give you His heart for the Nations and reveal your role 
in His mission over the next 3 weeks.
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NOTES



FAITH PROMISE
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THEME
Grateful people are generous people.

GET STARTED 
• What is the best gift you ever received?
• If you had a long-lost relative that left you a million dollars 
 in their will, how would you spend the money?
• Review last week’s ‘Compassion in Action’ and share any 
 updates or progress group members have made.

VIDEO TEACHING
Play the video teaching for this week.  Videos can be found 
on Right Now Media.  To sign up for a free Right Now Media 
account visit CompassionChristian.com/RightNowMedia.



THE POINT
When we encounter a friend with a need, most of us want 
to meet that need. If a friend called up to say they ran out 
of gas, most of us would bring them gas or give them a ride 
without asking for anything in return. That is because we are 
willing to give to people or causes we care about. It is harder 
to sacrifice for people we don’t know or causes that seem 
distant. Paul addresses this tension in 2 Corinthians 8.

Take a moment and read 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 as a group. 
Notice the important truth that generosity is an overflow of 
genuine love. When we trust in faith that God will provide 
for all our needs, it becomes a natural response and act of 
worship to share what we have been given with others. Paul 
encourages that when we respond in generosity to the needs 
of others, we draw close to the very heart of Christ, who gave 
everything for us. 

Most Christians have heard the concept of tithing. The Bible 
teaches that we are to bring our tithe - the first fruits of our 
labor - to God. God also calls us to care about others outside 
our local church. Paul is reminding us that our Church family 
is global and that it is a privilege to care for one another. 
We do this through Faith Promise. Our church is committed 
to using its resources to partner with our global family and 
invest in people who are far from Jesus. You can be a part of 
that team. As Dave said, we can do so much more together 
than we ever could alone. When you choose to give to Faith 
Promise, you are investing in something eternal.
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DISCUSS 
• Who is the most generous person you know? Why would
 you describe them as generous?
• Have you ever received a gift that you knew required a 
 sacrifice from the giver? How did their sacrifice change the 
 way you felt about receiving that gift?
• Describe a time when you had to sacrifice something in 
 order to keep a promise or commitment. Why was it worth 
 the sacrifice?
• Dave described how God supplies the resources for us to 
 give. Why do you think God chooses to give the resources 
 for His global mission through people instead of directly 
 to those in need?
• What are some challenges that might prevent you from 
 being more generous?
• What are some negative statements about giving to others 
 you have heard? How do you help others understand that 
 we are called to give?
• One of the keys to Faith Promise is that we can accomplish 
 more together than we can alone.  Why do you think that 
 is so important?



COMPASSION IN ACTION
Dave mentioned the concept of FHB (“Family Hold Back”) in 
the video. What are some expenses your family could “hold 
back” on in order to give more to others? Choose something 
you’re willing to sacrifice so that you can be more generous.
Pray for God to show you how He wants you to be involved in 
Faith Promise. To learn more or to give to Faith Promise, visit 
CompassionGO.com.

PRAY
Pray as a group that God would use the Faith Promise of our 
Church to encourage our global Church family and draw lost 
people to a life-changing relationship with Jesus.
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NOTES



THE 
COMPASSION 

CYCLE
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THEME
Compassion is more than sympathy, it stirs us to action!

GET STARTED 
• What is a fear that you’ve overcome and how did you 
 overcome it?
• If you could go anywhere in the world where would you go?
• Review last week’s ‘Compassion in Action’ and share any 
 updates or progress group members have made. 

VIDEO TEACHING
Play the video teaching for this week.  Videos can be found 
on Right Now Media.  To sign up for a free Right Now Media 
account visit CompassionChristian.com/rightnowmedia.



The past two weeks we have talked about praying and giving 
as ways to engage in God’s Mission. This week we are focusing 
on the actions we can take to share the love that Jesus shared 
with us. As Dave said, we are exploring that “holy discontent” 
that will not allow us to stand by and do nothing. 

In Chapter 24 of 2 Samuel, King David insists on paying for 
a field and oxen that were offered to him as gift. He says “I 
will not sacrifice to the Lord, my God burnt offerings that cost 
me nothing.” He knew that sacrifice and discomfort made his 
offering more precious, because it cost him something. For 
many of us, we can pray or even give to something financially 
without making any changes to our lifestyle. In a sense, it costs 
us nothing because we have been blessed with abundance. 

In the Book of James, Chapter 2, faith that is not demonstrated 
through action is described as dead faith. Saying that you 
follow Jesus without actually doing any of the things that 
Jesus did is not actually following Him. A helpful question to 
determine if our faith is living or on life support is, “If someone 
did not know that I was a Christian, would my actions be 
enough to convince them?”

The story of the Good Samaritan is a perfect example of true 
Compassion - bearing one another’s burdens. In other words, 
really getting involved in someone’s life, not just taking care 
of their financial needs. The Good Samaritan could have 
just prayed for the injured traveler and kept walking.  He 

THE POINT
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DISCUSS 
• When you think of a compassionate person what do they 
 do? How would you describe their life?

• Dave described four reasons people give for not taking 
 action: Intention, Deflection, Rationalization and 
 Justification. Which of these do you struggle with the 
 most? Why do you think that is?

• How do you typically respond to others in need?

• The Christ focused Compassion Cycle includes Awareness, 
 Concern, Compassion, Action, and God gets the glory. 
 Where are you on this cycle right now?

• What action do you need to take to move to the next step 
 on the cycle?

• Why do you think some people struggle with giving God 
 the glory for their actions? How can we be more intentional 
 about making sure that He is glorified in our compassion?

• If you have taken a short-term mission trip share what that 
 experience was like.

• If you have not taken a short-term mission trip, what has 
 prevented you from going?

could have paid for the traveler’s hotel and never returned. 
But he chose to stay with the traveler. He saw the need, felt 
compassion and then interrupted his own plan and sacrificed 
his own resources to care for a fellow human being.  

We demonstrate our heart for the lost by our willingness to 
be with them. If we are willing to get to know someone in 
need, go toward them, and enter into suffering together, 
something incredible will happen. In our efforts to genuinely 
love others, we are the ones who change. This is what true 
compassion looks like.



COMPASSION IN ACTION
What action do you think God is calling you to take to get 
involved in His mission? What is one step you can take this 
week to move in that direction?

Is there a person, situation, or cause that God has put on your 
heart? How can you move from sympathy to compassion in 
this situation?

Ask God to give you a “holy discontent” and ignite a passion 
in you for something that breaks His heart. What gifts, skills 
and resources has He equipped you with to meet this need? 
Respond.

Would you consider going on a short term mission trip to put 
your compassion into action? Go to CompassionGO.com to 
find how you can be a part of a Compassion Christian GO Team.

PRAY
Break up into groups of 2 or 3. Share one obstacle you are 
facing that is keeping you from fully engaging in God’s mission. 
Pray that God would help you overcome that obstacle.
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NOTES



CELEBRATION 
AND VISION
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THEME
Imagine what the world will look like in ten years when we all 
engage in God’s global mission!

GET STARTED 
• Fill the blank: If you had asked me 10 years ago, I never 
 thought I would have __________?

• If you could accomplish anything in the next 10 years what 
 would it be?

• Review last week’s ‘Compassion in Action’ and share any 
 updates or progress group members have made. 

VIDEO TEACHING
Play the video teaching for this week.  Videos can be found 
on Right Now Media.  To sign up for a free Right Now Media 
account visit CompassionChristian.com/rightnowmedia.



THE POINT

Bill Gates is quoted as saying “Most people overestimate 
what they can do in one year and underestimate what they 
can do in ten years.” This is true for Christians as well. Most 
of us tend to overestimate how much we can change in the 
next year and underestimate how much God can change us 
in ten years.

To give you an idea of just how much the world can change 
in ten years, here are some things that are less than ten years 
old.

• Smartphones - The iPhone released in 2007.

• Social Media - Facebook was released in 2005. Eleven 
 years ago but close enough.

• Twitter in 2007, Instagram 2011.

• E-Books - The first Kindle was released in 2007.

• Google Maps - 2008.

It is now hard to imagine a world without these things (though 
some might say that world would be a better place).
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DISCUSS 
• What was your life like ten years ago?

• Dave described the benefits of us working in partnership. 
 How do you think partnership makes us more effective?

• How has the last three weeks changed your thoughts 
 about outreach?

• What surprised you most about your experience the last 
 few weeks?

• What do you think it will be like when we are celebrating in 
 Heaven together? How does that differ from what you 
 used to think?

• What can we do, as a group, to reach out to people in need?

What are the possibilities for the global outreach of our church 
in the next ten years?

• Could one million new believers be baptized into Christ?

• Could a church planting movement happen in the Middle East?

• Could you have a deep friendship with someone on the 
 other side of the world?

• Could our church send another 100 missionaries into the field?

• Could someone in your group be called to be a 
 cross-cultural missionary?

There is a tendency to think that changing the world is the 
responsibility of government leaders, or church staff, or the 
“powerful people.” But that is not how change really happens. 
The world changes when individuals, empowered by the 
Spirit, live out their God given mission. God can change the 
world, but he chooses to use us to do it. Let’s do it together! 
Mission accepted.



COMPASSION IN ACTION
How are you going to shift your priorities as a result of this study? 

What actions are you going to take in the next year to reach 
others for Jesus? 

As a group, choose one of our Church’s Local Partners to 
serve with sometime in the next month.

PRAY
Pray as a group and praise God for the work He is doing 
globally through our Church. Thank Him for allowing us to be 
a part of His redemptive mission!
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NOTES



STAY ON MISSION
We hope that over the last four weeks God has revealed some 
next steps as you respond to His global mission. We would 
love to continue walking with you as you pursue His heart for 
the nations. Here are some ways to get plugged in to what 
God is doing through Compassion Christian.

Get Connected. Get information on upcoming events, GO 
Teams, and more at CompassionGO.com. 
Facebook - @CompassionGlobalOutreach. 

Vimeo - Compassion Global Outreach 

Instagram - CCC Global Outreach 

Get Prepared. If you’d like to dig deeper, sign up for the next 
Kairos Course! Kairos is an opportunity for all God’s people 
to have their worldview transformed and aligned with God’s 
heart. Find out more at CompassionGO.com. Here are some 
resources you could start digging into on your own: 

• The Gospel of Luke
• The Insanity of God by Nik Ripken
• The Hole in our Gospel by Richard Stearns
• Good News about Injustice by Gary Haugen
• Extreme Prayer by Greg Pruett
• Radical by David Platt
• When Helping Hurts by Steve Corbett & Brian Fikkert 

Go Local. Being a part of God’s mission is a lifestyle we 
want Compassion Christians to live out every day. We are 
partnering with some awesome ministries right here. Find out 
more at CompassionGO.com!

Go Global. Join one of our Short Term Mission Trips which 
we call GO (Global Outreach) Teams.  Each year we offer a 
number of opportunities to serve our missionary partners in 
countries all over the world. Find out more and apply online 
at CompassionGO.com.

 28   //  Compassion in Action



For the Glory of God, we will train, equip, send, and support 
disciples leading people to a life changing relationship with Jesus.




